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GENERAL ISSUES
Yekaterinburg is the largest city in the Urals. It was founded in 
1723 as a fortressand a plant, and further on became the embodiment 
of the Russian state history.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE 
OF THE URALS AND SIBERIA
A geopolitical position of our Region, at the border of two 
continents - Europe and Asia, a long history of coexistence in 
the given territo ry  of Slavonic, Turkic and Finno-Ugric 
peoples which in fact were d ifferent civilizations at th a t time, 
geographical rem oteness and seclusion contributed to devel­
opm ent and, sim ultaneously, preservation of an original 
culture of the Urals.
The Urals, w ith its richest and unique natural, paleonto­
logical, archeological, historical monuments; zoological, botan­
ical and mineralogical exhibits, paintings and decorative art 
works, in m any respects is still unknown to the world 
community.
Discovery of a beautiful and unique culture of the  Ural 
peoples, both in its historical aspect and in its present reality, 
is still in prospect for the world.
It is in this context th a t we see the importance of this 
World Conference.
The Sverdlovsk Oblast already has an experience of joint 
work with UNESCO, in particular, in preservation of mining 
and m etallurgical arch itectural m onum ents in Nizhny Tagil, 
Verkhnaya Saida, and in developm ent of comprehensive 
m easures to improve ecological situation in Nizhny Tagil.
The G overnm ent of the Oblast, its D epartm ent of Culture 
are open for fu rth e r developm ent of a constructive cooper­
ation w ith UNESCO in all the spheres of culture (theatre, 
music, literature, dances, painting, cinema, TV, cultural and 
educational work, work of clubs, libraries, archives and 
museums, folk lore, am ateur talent activities, etc.) and in
various forms (cultural exchanges, protection of cultural 
values, holding of festivals and contests, R&D, export and 
import activities, training and upgrading skills of a rt workers, 
etc.).
For this work to be effective, it is expedient to organize 
it on both bilateral and m ulti-lateral basis, with agreem ents 
regulating developing relations and w ith m utual obligations 
of the parties.
We have enough rights and powers under the Oblast 
C harter, rights gran ted  by Federal and Oblast legislation, to 
m ake this cooperation fruitful.
Two years ago, there  was developed a Concept of Cultural 
Potential Preservation and Development of the  Sverdlovsk 
Oblast under M arket Relations Conditions. Besides, there were 
developed program m es of search for models of governing 
social and cultural situation in a num ber of territo ries of our 
Region. We continue to develop such program m es this year, 
too. That is why we are in terested  in organizational, technical, 
ecological, and other kinds of support on the p a rt of UNESCO 
to develop and fulfil com prehensive program m es (projects) on 
preservation, developm ent and worldwide popularization of 
cultural and natu ral heritage of the Middle Urals.
Proceeding from the above considerations, we m ake the 
following suggestions:
1. To discuss at the conference main ideas, principles and 
statem ents of one of the  program m es “Development of 
Cultural Activites in A lapayevsk” (establishm ent of a historical 
and cultural centre as an aspect of preservation of cultural and 
historical heritage of Alapayevsk) with the fu rth e r  tran sfer of 
it to UNESCO and, a fte r  the required exam ination and 
introduction of the necessary am endm ents, to include it into 
the plan of work of this world organization.
2. To organize, in the nearest fu ture, a joint developm ent 
of a program m e on preservation, developm ent and popular­
ization of arch itectu ral and historical ensemble of the town of 
Verhoturye.
3. To consider the issue of organizing in Y ekaterinburg 
a Centre of Inform ation and Cultural Technologies and an 
International College of C ulture and Inform ation M anagem ent 
with the aim of raising the  level of representation of UNESCO 
in the Region and deepening m utually beneficial cooperation.
It is necessary for the World Conference not to limit itself 
w ith a verbal, purely theoretical discussion of raised problems, 
but to adopt at the end of it a capable final docum ent which 
will sta rt practical activities.
